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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are refened to in this report as "originalfy filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70, 1 6 and 70, 1 7)): 

Description, Pages 

M7 as published 

Claims, Numbers 

1-14 as published 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/7-7/7 as published 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless othenvise indicated under this item. 

These elements were avaflable or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of International preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55^ andhr 55,3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the Intemational application, the 
international preliminary examination was earned out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written fomi. 

□ filed together with the Intemational application in computer readable fonn. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority In written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority In computer readable fonn. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the intemational application as fUed has been furnished. . 

□ The statement that the infonnation recorded in computer readable fonn is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 



4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of. 



□ the description, 

□ the claims, 

□ the drawings, 



pages: 
Nos.: 



sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not l)een made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional obsen/atlons, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-14 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-14 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-14 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Bfi Item V ) 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement ^ 

Reference is made to the following document/S/: 
D1:US-5 248 042 
D2: EP-0 598 293 



The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 
claims 1 and 14, and shows a method of controlling a screening machine and a 
screening machine according to the preambles of claims 1 and 14 respectively. 

Document D2 which describes also a method and a machine corresponding to the 
preamble of claims 1 and 14 respectively. 

The subject-matter of claims 1 and 14 differs from this known documents D1 or D2 by 
the features recited in the respective characterizing clauses. 

The subject-matter of claims 1 and 14 is therefore new (Article 33(2) POT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention is to optimize the feeding speed of 
the feeding means in such a manner that the maximum screening capacity of the 
screening machine can be obtained and the products produced can be as clean as 
possible. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claims 1 and 14 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons; 

Document D1 describes a screening method and screening machine comprising a 
pressure sensor which indicates the resistance to turning of the drum and a control 
system to temporarily diminish the delivery of the material to the drum. The control 
means can also stop the feeding conveyor temporarily, upon it being sensed in the 
hydraulic system that there is excess pressure on the drive motor for rotating the drum. ^ 

D1 does however not describe thOvmeasurement of an upper an lower preset value of ^ 
the variable dependent on the amount of material on the screen surface and controlling 
accordingly the speed of the feeding means. 
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Document D2 describes a method and machine for screening wherein the screen drive 
motor is controlled in accordance with the speed of a star feed valve. 

D2 does also not describe the measurement of an upper an lower preset value of the 
variable dependent on the amount of material on the screen surface and controlling 
accordingly the speed of the feeding means. 

Consequently, the subject matter of claims 1 and 14 is considered to Involve an 
inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) because no document cited in the search report 
suggests to control the speed of the feeding means depending on the measurement of 
an upper an lower preset value of a variable dependent on the amount of material on 
the screen surface. 

Claims 2-13 are dependent on daim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of the 
PCT with respect to novelty and Inventive step. 

The subject matter of claims 1 to 14 is industrially applicable in the field of screening 
materials (Article 33(4) PCT). 
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